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CONPIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0724 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, IZ 

SUBJECT: DEATH OF FOREIGN MINISTER TAQA 
REF: RABAT 5109 

1 . DEATH OF IRAQI FOREIGN MINISTER SHADEL TAQA AT AGE 

OP 45 AND ALTER ONLY SIX MONTHS IN OFPICE IS UNPORTUNATE 
POR DEVELOPMENT OP U.S.-IRAQI RELATIONS, BUT NOT OF MAJOR 
POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE IN IRAQ. TAQA, WHILE A LONGTIME 
LOYAL BAATHI, HAD NO REAL POLITICAL POWER, NOR DID MPA 
APPEAR TO TAKE STRENGTH VIS-A-VIS OTHER MINISTRIES 
DURING HIS SHORT TENURE. HIS EPPECTIVENESS 
RESULTED FROM HIS BEING CLOSE TO RCC VICE CHAIRMAN 
SADDAM HUSSEIN AND HIS DIPLOMATIC EXPERIENCE AS 
AMBASSADOR TO MOSCOW AND UNDER SECRETARY OP MPA. 

HE HAD WON OVER MANY DIPLOMATS BY BEING READILY 
ACCESSIBLE AND MORE CANDID THAN HIS PREDECESSOR. 

2. HE HAD ALSO SHOWN INTEREST IN EXCHANGING VIEWS WITH 
U.S. AND INCREASED USINT'S ACCESSIBILITY TO MFA. THIS 

LINK HAS NOW BEEN CUT AND WE WILL PROBABLY HAVE TO AWAIT 
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APPOINTMENT OF SUCCESSOR TO SEE IP IT WILL BE RESTORED. 
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3. MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION HISHAM ASH-SHAWI IS 
ACTING FORMIN AND SAID TO BE LOBBYING HARD FOR THE JOB. 
OTHER POTENTIAL CNADIDATES ARE SAID TO BE CHIEF EDITOR 
OF ATH-THAWRA TARIO AZIZ AND ABDUL FATAH YASSIN, MEMBER 
OF REGIONAL LEADERSHIP, FORMER UNDER SECRETARY OF 
MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND FORMER AMBASSADOR TO LEBANON. 
LOWRIE 
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